
Investigating Everyday Phenomena 
GRADE LEVELS: 
K-5

Educational Setting: 
Both in school and out of 
school. 

Award Provides: 
● One of each of the

modules for one
grade level of your
choice

● Attend one 2-hour
virtual training
session.

Additional Cost(s) to 
Awardee in 2024-2025: 
● Not Applicable.

Approximate 
Sustainability Cost 
After Award Period: 
● Price Range: $19.99-

79.99* 

*Prices may vary and
are subject to change

2024-2025 STEM Scale-Up Program Summary: 
Investigating Everyday Phenomena is a K-5 science program designed to captivate young 
minds while demystifying real-world phenomena.  

Key features: 
● Grade-Level Modules: four modules per grade (K-5), covering life, earth, and physical

sciences; and engineering.
● Accessible Learning: module comprises of five lessons under 30 minutes, seamlessly

fitting into existing curricula.
● Standards-Aligned: adheres to educational standards, ensuring students meet

essential requirements.
● Hands-On Exploration: hands-on investigations centered on real-world phenomena.
● Embedded Literacy Skills: students explore and develop literacy skills, enhancing

their ability to communicate scientific ideas.

Module contents: 
● Comprehensive Resources: Materials for 30 students per module ensure two years of

use.
● Teacher Support: Comprehensive Teacher Guides offer step-by-step instructions,

assessments, and guidance.
● Differentiation and EL Support: We cater to diverse student needs with differentiation

and English Language (EL) support. 
● eBook Access: A three-year Teacher eBook license includes phenomena videos,

images, and how-to videos that enrich the learning experience.

Requirements to Implement the Program: 
• Educator(s) choose (1) grade level of Investigation Everyday Phenomena and attend

a 2-hour Virtual Training session.
• Educator(s) must participate in the STEM Council Scale-Up Educator Survey.

Iowa Standards Alignment: 
● Investigating Everyday Phenomena modules meet 21st Century Learning Skills and

the Iowa’s Academic Science Standards.
● Solutions for Drought, a 3rd grade Investigating Everyday Phenomena, is a perfect

example of the standards alignment design of this program.  In this module, students
make a claim about the merit of a solution to a real-world problem, drought, which
causes environmental changes (IA 3-LS4-4).  This module integrates the engineering
design process as well as the science and engineering practices.  Students respond
to the phenomenon much like an environmental engineer, all the while practicing 21st
century skills.  This module also aligns with Iowa’s Academic Science Standard IA 3-
5-ETS1-1, 2, and 3.

● Another example of how Investigating Everyday Phenomena is aligned to the
standards is the module Weathering and Erosion.  This 4th grade module focuses on
students making observations and/or measurements to provide evidence of the
effects of weather on the rate of erosion (IA 4-ESS2-1).

● One can also see standards alignment by examining the 5th grade module,
Movement of Matter.  This module is designed around the standard IA 5-LS1-1 where
students support their argument that plants get the materials, they need for growth
chiefly from air and water.  Standard 5-LS2-1 also aligns to this module.

● See how the programs relate to all K-5 Standards.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11bqA-JSifgOoanfvaCTzH3ZQHSGu_hTg?usp=sharing
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Website: 
https://www.hand2mind.
com/iowascaleup 

Videos: 
● Free 30-Day Trial of

the Full K-5 Suite
● Unboxing Video

Social Media: 
● Insta: hand2mind

(@hand2mindinc) •
Instagram photos 
and videos 

● FB: Hand2mind -
Home | Facebook

● X: hand2mind
(@hand2mind) /
Twitter 

Informational 
Webinar(s): 

February 6 at 4pm CST 

Register Here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us
/meeting/register/tZ0pdO
murjIrHdbMdTOK4E0wy

hph3J0FA7O0 

Professional Development: 
Duration: 2 hours of virtual training 
Date(s): July 16th (AM), July 17th (PM), July 24th (PM), and July 25th (AM) 
Location: Virtual 

Photos: 

STEM Scale-Up Program Application Link: www.IowaSTEM.org/Scale-Up-Application 

https://www.hand2mind.com/iowascaleup
https://www.hand2mind.com/iowascaleup
https://www.hand2mind.com/free-ereader-trial
https://www.hand2mind.com/free-ereader-trial
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1D5Sk2WD7e-Kkxs5lJM5hvOTFutMiICLN
https://www.instagram.com/hand2mindinc/
https://www.instagram.com/hand2mindinc/
https://www.instagram.com/hand2mindinc/
https://www.instagram.com/hand2mindinc/
https://www.facebook.com/hand2mindinc
https://www.facebook.com/hand2mindinc
https://twitter.com/hand2mind
https://twitter.com/hand2mind
https://twitter.com/hand2mind
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pdOmurjIrHdbMdTOK4E0wyhph3J0FA7O0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pdOmurjIrHdbMdTOK4E0wyhph3J0FA7O0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pdOmurjIrHdbMdTOK4E0wyhph3J0FA7O0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pdOmurjIrHdbMdTOK4E0wyhph3J0FA7O0
http://www.iowastem.org/Scale-Up-Application
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	 Constructing both stable and kinetic structures are contexts for rich and meaningful engagement in engineering design. 
	1. Educator(s) will attend two six-hour days of highly interactive professional development. One before the start of the school year when the educator receives the classroom kit. One in the fall after implementation begins.
	All About Balance teaches children to become more curious and engaged as they actively explore the role of balance within the world of objects and with their own bodies. Balance is essential to human movement, the design and engineering of technology, and the aesthetic elements of art. 
	 mobile stand with arms and objects to hang
	 materials for children to build simple wooden tops
	 optical illusion tops
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	3. Upon attending both sessions of professional learning, educators will receive $240 participant payment. 
	 They recount their construction experiences with appropriate facts and relevant descriptive details. 
	Session Two: (a Saturday in October/November) Awardees investigate balance with materials but with an added focus on how to document learning and integrate STEM with literacy. 
	 In the act of construction, students engage in the mathematics of spatial thinking, geometry, measurement, and collecting and analyzing data. 
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	These materials are open-ended, and, while designed for PK-3 children, they will attract and engage older children and adults. 
	All About Balance fits these measures well. For example, children can produce the action of positioning objects with the immediate result of that action, observe the state of balance, and then vary spatial positions until the objects reach a state of balance or stability. 
	All About Balance highlights STEM and literacy by immersing students in doing STEM every day. These hands-on experiences create a desire within children to master the tools of reading, writing, and mathematics, helping them communicate more effectively about science learning. PK-3 educators implementing this program report the integrative approach has brought joy in teaching and learning. 
	 access to a Google Drive with ideas and suggestions on how to introduce, implement, and assess balance experiences and integrate literacy
	 suspended left/right balance scale
	 left / right balance board
	 yoga balance poses for young children
	 steppingstones
	Each kit contains special materials that were co-developed and manufactured through a partnership with UNI’s Dept. of Applied Engineering and Technical Management. In the development of our moveable fulcrum activity, one experienced urban construction manager exclaimed, “That’s how construction cranes really work!” 
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