
 
 
 

Iowa State Board 
of Education  
 
Executive Summary 
 

March 21, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda Item:  National Association of State Boards of Education 

(NASBE) Discussion 
 
State Board 
Priority: All 
 
State Board  
Role/Authority:  The State Board’s continued membership in NASBE 
 
Presenter(s):  Paolo DeMaria, President and CEO 
 NASBE 
 
 
Attachment(s): None 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the State Board hear and discuss 

this information. 
 
Background: The State Board is a member of NASBE.  The President 

of NASBE will present an updated introduction to 
NASBE’s services along with trends, innovations, and 
issues that NASBE is seeing across the country. 
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Introduction to NASBE
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NASBE’s Mission

NASBE’s mission is to develop, support, and empower citizen 
leaders on state boards of education to strengthen public 
education systems so students of all backgrounds and 
circumstances are prepared to succeed in school, work, and life.



Area Directors

Northeastern
• Erin Benham (CT)

Southern
• Matt Donaldson (GA)

Central
• Patti Gubbels (NE)

Western
• Maria Gutierrez (GU)



Area Liaisons

Northeastern
• Joey Hedger
• Winona Hao

Southern
• Renée Lang

Central
• Valerie Norville

Western
• Celina Pierrottet
• Abby Potts

Learn more about us at: 
www.nasbe.org/leadership-staff/

http://www.nasbe.org/leadership-staff/
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Foundational Documents



NASBE Members/Delegate Assembly

NASBE Board of Directors
Chair: Sarah Moore (AR)

Staff Lead: Paolo DeMaria

Committees of NASBE
(Bylaws committees in green/ad hoc committees in yellow)

Public Education Positions Committee
Chair: Lu Young (KY) Vice Chair: Lisa Fricke (NE)

Staff Lead: Abby Potts

NASBE Administration and 
Operations

Paolo DeMaria
President & CEO

Team Members
• Winona Hao, Director of Early Learning
• Joey Hedger, Associate Editor
• Renée Rybak Lang, Communications 

Director
• Valerie Norville, Editorial Director
• Celina Pierrottet, Associate Director, Safe 

& Healthy Schools
• Abigail Potts, Director of Strategic 

Initiatives and Planning

Executive Committee
Chair: Sarah Moore (AR)

Staff Lead: Paolo DeMaria

Nominating Committee
Chair: Christine Benson (IL)
Staff Lead: Celina Pierrottet

Awards Committee
Chair: Keven Ellis (TX)

Staff Lead: Celina Pierrottet

Governmental Affairs Committee
Chair: Byron Ernest (IN) 
Staff Lead: Abby Potts

Finance and Audit Committee
Chair: Fern Desjardins (ME)
Staff Lead: Paolo DeMaria

Credentials Committee
Chair: TBD

Staff Lead: Paolo DeMaria

Conference Planning Committee
(ad hoc)

Chair: Ken Mason (GA)
Staff Lead: Abby Potts

Editorial Advisory Board
(Staff Committee – Members selected by chair)

Chair: Valerie Norville



www.nasbe.org

NASBE Committees & Networks - Get Involved
Governmental Affairs Committee (GAC) 
Public Education Positions (PEP) Committee
Early Childhood Education Network
Education Technology Advisory Workgroup
Editorial Advisory Board
…….and others 

Learn about other NASBE Membership Benefits and Opportunities: 
www.nasbe.org/members/

http://www.nasbe.org/members/
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Publications
Formats for you, about you.

• The State Education 
Standard

• State Innovations
• Power of the Question
• Policy Updates
• Boardsmanship Review
• Education Leaders 

Reports
• Smartbrief

Available at www.nasbe.org

http://www.nasbe.org/


www.nasbe.org

NASBE Meetings and Events

• Annual Conference 
(Louisville, KY, October 22-25, 
2024)

• Member Office Hours
(First Monday of every month)

• New Member Institute
• Regional Meetings
• Webinars & Learning 

Sessions



www.nasbe.org

NASBE Technical Assistance
• Board Effectiveness (Self-Assessment)
• Boardsmanship Training
• Strategic Planning
• Executive Searches
• Chief Evaluation
• Meeting/Retreat Facilitation
• Policy Research and Guidance
• Information Requests 



www.nasbe.org

Priorities
• Based on member input; Drives publications, conference sessions, 

webinars, study groups, networks, and more. 

Early Childhood 
Education

Teachers & 
Leaders

Assessment, 
Accountability & 

Improvement

School Health & 
Student Well-Being

High School 
Redesign
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