
IOWA DEPARTMENT 

OF EDUCATION 

In re Open Enrollment of S.B., S.B, & S.B., 

KB., 

Appellant, 

vs. 

CAM Community School District, 

Appellee. 

DECISION 

[Admin. Doc. #5123] 

K.B. and T.B. (" Appellants"), who are residents of CAM Community School Dish·ict 
("Dish·ict"), seek to have their children, identified by their initials in the caption, attend 
the Iowa C01mections Academy, a virtual school and an attendance center of the 
Dish·ict. TI1e Dish·ict' s board of directors (" school board") denied their request on 
September 14, 2020, and Appellants filed theh- affidavit of appeal on that. The Iowa 
Deparhnent of Education, TI10mas A. Mayes, designated adminish·ative law judge 
presiding, heard this appeal by video conference on November 25, 2020. Appellants 
were present and were represented by attorney Bonnie Heggen. The Dish·ict was 
present via Superintendent Paul Croghan and board president Gaiy Dinkla, and was 
represented by attorneys Katherine Beenken and Emily Kolbe. Superintendent 
Croghan testified. 

After considering the testimony of the wimess, the exhibits offered, and the arguments 
of counsel, the school board's decision is AFFIRMED. 

Findings of Fact 

One of the members of the household has an underlying health condition that places 
the individual at risk for COVID-19 (Exhibitl-16 through 1-18, Exhibit4). On August 
13, 2020, Appellants filed open emollment applications to the Iowa Co1mections 
Academy for their children, indicating COVID as a reason but not indicating a serious 
health condition (Exhibit 1 ). The Iowa C01mections Academy is a program offered by 
the Dish·ict. An entirely online school, it is considered one of the Dish'ict' s buildings, 
although it is operated by a private vendor. It accepts open enrollment applications 
from around the state. 
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