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TIOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
29 D.o.E. App. Dec, 385

Inre: Open Enrollment of AN, SN, AM., )
AndD.M,, )
)
N.M., ) Admin Doe, 5132
)
Appellant, )
)
v. )
)
JOWA CITY COMMUNITY )
SCHOOL DISTRICT, )
) DECISION
Appellee, )

N.M. appeals the denial of open entoliment applications for AN,, S.N., AM., and D.M. by the
Towa City Comnwmnity Distriet (“District”) on Ogtober 13, 2020, N.M. timely appealed, and we
have jurlsdiction of the pasties, fowa Code § 290.1 (2020), We, however, do not have
Jutisdiotion of the subject mattey, For that reason, this matfes is DISMISSED.

N.M. bases this appeal on the difficulties the District has in lniplementing remote learning for the
four children, The family expressed concern with internet setvice in their neighbothood, about
the number of devices (netbooks, hotspots) the District provided, and with the scheduling and
content of remote learning, The District considered the family’s concerns and responded with
varylng degrees of success, The family filed for open enrollment after the March 2020 deadline.,
None of the applications indicated the request was based on “repeated acts of harassment of the
student ox 2] setlous health condition of the student that the resident district cannot adequately
address.” Towa Admin, Code 1. 281-17.5. Rather, all applications stated: “@ther: Online only
doesn’t work for owr family. Poor intetnet & 4 kids while working is not feasible” (Exhibit 1).
The family wishes to open enroll to Highland Community School District, which is holding
olasses in-person, '

While the concerns expressed by the family may be well-founded, those concetns ate beyond the
ability of the State Boatd to address, The State Board has only the jusisdiction conferred on it by
the legislature, Priorto July 1, 2003, any open enrollment denial was appealable under section
290.1. 1n 2003, the legislature limited the State Boatd’s jutisdiotion to open enroliment denials
“Involving repeated acts of harassment of the student ov sexfous health condition of the sindent
that the resident district cannot adequately address.” 2003 Iowa Acts, House File 2515
(amending Yowa Code seotions 282,18(5) and 290.1). Since the appeals before us do not fit
within either of the provisions of section 282.18(5), the State Board lacks jurisdlotion under
seotion 2901 to hear them,
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Any recourse the family has is In state district contt, The State Board is poweyless to grant the
requested relief.! The matter s

DISMISSED,
yﬁ‘”@mm / 2./ 3/ / ZO20
Thomas Mayes Date’
Administrative Lak Judge
(oAl (—L 2%l
Brooke Miller Axlotis, President Date ' '

State Board of Education

P e Doparttient’s adminlstrative Inw judge renched a shoilar conolusion In b1 re Open Emolhnent gf N.H,, 29
D.o.B. App, Deo, { (2018}, This declsion, however, was not presented to the State Board for its approval, Cf Iowa
Code § 256.7(6).






