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DECISION 

[Admin. Doc. #5121] 

R.N. and KN. (" Appellants"), who are residents of CAM Community School Dish·ict 
("District"), seek to have their children F.N. and G.N. attend the Iowa Cmmections 
Academy, a virtual school and an attendance center of the Dish'ict. The District's board 
of directors ("school board") denied their request on September 14, 2020, and 
Appellants filed their affidavit of appeal on the next day. The Iowa Department of 
Education, Thomas A. Mayes, designated adminish·ative law judge presiding, heard 
this appeal by video conference on October 26, 2020. Appellants were present and 
were represented by attorney Frederick Sinkevich. The District was present via 
Superintendent Paul Croghan and board president Gary Dinkla, and was represented 
by attorneys Katherine Beenken and Emily Kolbe. 

After considering the testimony of the wih1esses, the exhibits offered, and the 
arguments of counsel, the school board's decision is AFFIRMED. 

Findings of Fact 

One of the two children has a diagnosis of asthma, which places her at risk due to 
COVID-19 (Exhibit F).1 Beginning in June 2020, appellants communicated these 
concerns to the Dish·ict. In August 2020, Appellants first indicated their desire to em·oll 
the children in the Iowa Com1ections Academy, believing it to be a "better fit" for their 
children. The Iowa Connections Academy is a program offered by the District. An 
entirely online school, it is considered one of the Dish-ict' s buildings, although it is 

1 This Exhibit was admitted solely for the purpose of establishing the child's 
medical condition. 
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