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Preschool Ratio and Class Size Maximum
by Program Standards

Introduction

The lowa Department of Education supports quality learning opportunities and environments
for young children by developing, implementing, and monitoring preschool programs and
services. lowa’s school districts and their community partners operating Statewide Voluntary
Preschool Programs (SWVPP), Shared Visions, and classrooms providing Early Childhood
Special Education (ECSE) instructional services must meet one of the three approved
preschool program standards listed below. The preschool ratios and class size maximums are
required to be maintained across all delivery models of onsite, hybrid, and continuous
learning.

Head Start Program Performance Standards
1302.21 Center-based option.

(3) A class that serves a majority of children who are three years old must have no more than
17 children with a teacher and teaching assistant or two teachers. A double session class that
serves a majority of children who are three years old must have no more than 15 children with
a teacher and teaching assistant or two teachers.

(4) A class that serves a majority of children who are four and five years old must have no
more than 20 children with a teacher and a teaching assistant or two teachers. A double
session class that serves a majority of children who are four and five years old must have no
more than 17 children with a teacher and a teaching assistant or two teachers.

Age Category Teacher Child Ratio Maximum Class Size*

3 - year old 2:17 17
Note: No more than 15 children
enrolled in any double class

4 and 5 - year old 2:20 20
Note: No more than 17 children
enrolled in any double class.
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NAEYC Accreditation

Assessment Iltem 10B.8

Program staff maintain a developmentally appropriate class size (20) in preschool classrooms
and other indoor settings.

Age Category Teacher Child Ratio Maximum Class Size*

Preschool 1:10 20
(3-5 year olds)

* Shared Visions preschool programs must maintain a teacher-child ratio of not less than one
staff member per eight children regardless of the maximum class size. For example, if a program
enrolls 17 or more children in one classroom, three staff members would be required to maintain
the ratio of 1:8 for Shared Visions.

lowa Quality Preschool Program Standards
Criterion 10.4

Written procedures address the maintenance of developmentally appropriate teaching staff-
child ratios and maximum class size to facilitate adult-child interaction and constructive activity
among children. Teaching staff-child ratio and maximum class size identified are maintained
during all hours of operation, including: Indoor time, Outdoor time, and; During transportation
and field trips (when transporting children, teacher-child ratio is used as a guide).

Age Category Teacher Child Ratio Maximum Class Size*

Preschool 1:10 20
(3-5 year olds)

Note: Class size is the maximum number regardless of the number of staff.

2 | Page



	Preschool Ratio and Class Size Maximum by Program Standards
	Introduction
	Head Start Program Performance Standards
	1302.21 Center-based option.

	NAEYC Accreditation
	Assessment Item 10B.8

	Iowa Quality Preschool Program Standards
	Criterion 10.4






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		PreschoolRatioandClassSizeMaximumbyProgramStandards8-30-24.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

