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BEFORE THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
(Cite as ___ D.o.E. App. Dec. ) 

In re-a child: ) 
) 

and ) 
) 

Complainants, ) 
) 

� ) 
) 

WEST DES MOINES COMMUNITY SCHOOL ) 
DISTRICT and HEARTLAND AREA ) 
EDUCATION AGENCY, ) 

) 
Respondents. ) 

Dept. Ed. Docket No. SE-484 
DIANo. 19DOESE0005 

DECISION 

On or about August 19, 2018, Complainants and filed a due 
process complaint against Respondents West Des Moines Community School Dist1ict 
("LEA" or "district") and Hea1tland Area Education Agency ("AEA") pursuant to the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. §§ 1400 et seq., as 
implemented by 281 Iowa Administrative Code chapter 41. 

At the scheduling conference that took place on September 11, 2018, the parties notified 
the undersigned that they disagreed regarding Student's stay put placement during the 
pend ency of the due process proceeding. A briefing schedule was established for the 
stay put issue and both patties timely submitted briefs. An order was issued November 
16, 2018 establishing that Student's stay put placement during the pendency of the due 
process proceeding was the placement identified in the prior written notice with an 
effective date of November 21, 2017. 

At the parties' request, deadlines were also established at the scheduling conference for 
submission of any dispositive motions. On or about October 8, 2018, Respondents filed 
a Motion to Dismiss/Motion for Summary Judgment and supporting documents. While 
Respondents' motion was pending, Complainants filed an Amended & Substituted Due 
Process Complaint. By order dated November 28, 2018, Complainants' request to 
amend their due process complaint was granted and the amended complaint was 
substituted for the original complaint. An order issued the same date denied 
Respondents' combined motion to dismiss/motion for summary judgment. 

Hearing in this matter was held on February 20 through February 22, 2019 at the West 
Des Moines Community School District Learning Resource Center in West Des Moines, 
Iowa. Attorneys Curt Sytsma and Edie Bogaczyk represented Complainants, who 
attended the hearing. Attorneys Miriam Van Heukelem and Carrie Weber represented 
the district and the AEA. Jerry Gruba and Keri Steele attended the hearing as 
representatives of the AEA. Kandi Hansel attended the hearing as representative of the 
district. 
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