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In re Transportation Bus Stop 

Fairfield Community School District, 

Appellant, 

v. 

Great Prairie Area Education Agency, 

Appellee. 
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) 

DECISION 

Admin. Doc. No. 5097 

STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

The above-captioned matter was heard telephonically on November 19, 2018, before 

Nicole M. Proesch, J.D., designated adminish·ative law judge. Appearing on behalf of the 

Appellant ["Fairfield CSD"] were Superintendent Laurie Noll ["Superintendent Noll"], with 

legal counsel Jeffery Krausman. The Appellee, Great Prnll'ie Area Education Agency 

["GP AEA"] was represented by Chief Administrator Cindy Yelick ["Chief Yelick"]. Appearing 

on behalf of Pekin Community School DisMct ["Pekin CSD"] were Superintendent Dave 

Harper ["Superintendent Harper"], with legal counsel Brett Nitzschke. 

Authority and jurisdiction for the appeal are found in Iowa Code§ 285.13. The 

administrative law judge finds that she and the Direct01· of the Deparhnent of Education have 

jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter of the appeal before them. 

In this case, Fairfield CSD seeks reversal of a decision GPAEA made on October 10, 2018, 

approving a bus stop location created by Pekin CSD. The appellant disputes that the gravel 

parking area at the intersection of Packwood Road and 160th Sh·eet was an established pick up 

point for Pekin' s school bus stop for students who are open enrolled from Fairfield CSD to 

Pekin CSD. The Appellants contend that the newly constructed parking lot and bus stop were 

impermissibly created for the primary purpose of picking up open enrolled students from 

Fairfield CSD. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

In priOl' school years, unbeknownst to Fairfield CSD, the Pekin CSD picked up students 
who were open enrolled from Fairfield CSD to Pekin CSD at 1620 Gingko Avenue, which is in 
the Fairfield CSD boundaries. After Fairfield CSD discovered this practice, they contacted 
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