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STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

The Appellants, N.T. and J.T., seek reversal of a June 5, 2018 decision by Des Moines 
Independent Community School District ("Dish'ict") Board ("Boai·d") denying a late filed open 
enrollment request on behalf of their minor child, H.T. The affidavit of appeal filed on June 18, 
2018, attached supporting documents, and the school dish'ict' s supporting documents are 
included in the record. Authority and jmisdiction for the appeal are found in Iowa Code §§ 
282.18(5) and 290.1. The administrative law judge finds that she and the State Board of Education 
("State Board") have jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter of the appeal before them. 

An in-person evidentiary hearing was held in this matter on July 31, 2018, before 
designated administrative law judge, Nicole M. Proesch, J.D pursuant to agency rules found at 
281 Iowa Administrative Code chapter 6. The Appellant, N.T., was present on behalf of H.T. and 
was self-represented. Eleanor Shirley ("Ms. Shirley"), who is the Enrollment Supervisor, 
appeared on behalf of the Dish·ict, which was represented by attorney Miriam Van Heukelem. 

The Appellant, N.T., testified in support of the appeal. Appellants presented no exhibits. 
Ms. Shirley testified for the District and the District's exhibits 1--4 were admitted into evidence 
without objection. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The Appellant, her husband, and their four daughters, including H.T., are residents of 
the Des Moines Independent Community School District. H.T. has attended school in the 
District since preschool. H.T. is eleven and will be twelve in September. She is going into the 
7th grade at Harding Middle School. ("Harding"). Prior to the 2017-2018 school year she 
attended Madison Elementary School. 

During her first year at Harding, H.T. was called names and harassed in the beginning 
of the school year by a boy in her class on a daily basis. N.T. encouraged H.T. to ignore the boy 












