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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GUIDANCE 
   

Updated September 8, 2022 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Subgrants Guidance 

Every Student Succeeds Act Guidance 

Introduction 
In 2015, President Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, which reauthorized the 
federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act’s (McKinney-Vento Act) Education for Homeless Children 
and Youth (EHCY) Program under Title IX, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
(ESEA). The program addresses barriers to enrollment, attendance, and success in school for children and 
youths experiencing homelessness. 

Homeless Children and Youths Defined 
The McKinney-Vento Act defines “homeless children and youths” as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, 
and adequate nighttime residence. The term includes: 

● Children and youths who are:  
○ Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar 

reason (sometimes referred to as “doubled-up”);  
○ Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate 

accommodations;  
○ Living in emergency or transitional shelters; or 
○ Abandoned in hospitals;  

● Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not 
designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;  

● Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard 
housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and  

● Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described above 
(McKinney-Vento Act § 725(2)).  

Competitive Subgrants 
Every three years, the Iowa Department of Education (Department) awards subgrants, for a duration of three 
years, to districts to facilitate the “identification, enrollment, attendance, and success in school of homeless 
children and youths” (42 U.S.C. § 11433(a)(1)). These subgrants are competitive and awarded based on 
need and quality of the application (42 U.S.C. § 11433(c)(1)). Iowa awarded 14 McKinney-Vento subgrants 
for the 2021-2024 school years. 

Grant Requirements 
To receive a McKinney-Vento subgrant, a school district must complete a list of requirements. Such 
requirements include submitting an application to the Department, which includes conducting a needs 
assessment and completing a program budget and action plan. For requirements pertaining to McKinney-
Vento subgrant implementation in Iowa, see Iowa Department of Education McKinney-Vento Subgrant 
Application.  

https://educateiowa.gov/documents/title-programs/2021/02/mckinney-vento-subgrant-application-and-instructions-2021-24
https://educateiowa.gov/documents/title-programs/2021/02/mckinney-vento-subgrant-application-and-instructions-2021-24
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Allowable Activities 
Allowable subgrant activities include:  

1. Providing tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services linked to achievement; 
2. Providing expedited evaluations of the strengths and needs of homeless children and youths, including 

needs and eligibility for programs and services (e.g., gifted and talented education, special education, 
Title I services, school nutrition programs); 

3. Professional development and other activities for educators and specialized instructional support 
personnel that are designed to heighten their understanding and sensitivity to the needs of homeless 
children and youths, the rights of such children and youths, and the specific educational needs of 
runaway and homeless youths; 

4. Providing referral services for medical, dental, mental, and other health services; 
5. Providing assistance to defray excess transportation costs for eligible students;  
6. Providing access to:  

○ Early childhood education programs; 
○ Services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths in public 

school programs and services provided to nonhomeless children and youths; and/or 
○ Before- and after-school programs, mentoring, and summer programs in which a teacher or 

other qualified individual provides tutoring, homework assistance, and supervision of 
educational activities; 

7. Payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records 
necessary to enroll homeless children and youths in school; 

8. Providing training for parents and guardians of homeless children and youths about the rights of, and 
resources available to, such children and youths; 

9. Coordinating between schools and agencies providing services to homeless children and youths;  
10. Providing specialized instructional support services and referrals for such services; 
11. Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths that may arise from domestic 

violence and parental mental health or substance abuse problems; 
12. Adapting space and purchasing supplies for eligible nonschool facilities to provide authorized services; 
13. Providing school supplies, including those supplies to be distributed at shelters or temporary housing 

facilities, or other appropriate locations; and 
14. Providing other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths 

to attend school and participate fully in school activities (42 U.S.C. § 11433(d)). 

For the complete list of allowable activities, see the National Center for Homeless Education’s McKinney-
Vento Subgrant Authorized Activities webpage.  

Questions and Additional Guidance 
If you have questions, please contact Emily Teeter at emily.teeter@iowa.gov. For more McKinney-Vento 
information and resources, see the Department’s McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Grants section of the 
ESSA Guidance and Allocations page. 

https://nche.ed.gov/mv-auth-activities/
https://nche.ed.gov/mv-auth-activities/
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/every-student-succeeds-act/essa-guidance-and-allocations#McKinney-Vento_Homeless_Education_Grants
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/every-student-succeeds-act/essa-guidance-and-allocations
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