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TOWA STATE DEPARTMENT
OF PYBLIC INSTRUCTION

In re Vivian Northrup

Mrs. Vivian Northrup, Appellant
: DECISION

Arca Education Agency 10, Appellee
[Admin. Doc. 466]

The above entitled matter was heard before a hearing panel consisting of Dr. Robert
Benton, state superintendent and presiding officer; Mr. Dwight Carlson, director, school
transportation and safety education; and Mr. Gayle Obrecht, ditector, administration and
finance. Area Education Agency 10 (hereinafter AEA) was represented by Administrator
Dwight Bode and Director of Educational Services, Dr. Jechn Cordes; the Cedar Rapids Com-

.munity School District (hereinafter District) was represented by Board Secretary Otto
/Weidersberg and District Director of Transportation Joe Kaider; and Vivian Northrup
represented herself. The hearing was held pursuant te Section 285.12, The Code 1977 and
Chapter 670-~51, Iowa Administrative Code. WMrs. Northrup appealed a dec151on of the AEA
Board of Dlrectors which affirmed the District Board's refusal te provide school bus
transportation for her children. Mrs. Northrup agreed to waive her statutory right to a
hearing within 15 days of the filing of the record pending Dr. Bénton's availability to
sit as pre51d1ng officer.

I.
Findings of Fact

The Hearing Panel finds that it and the State Board of Public Instruction have juris-
diction over the parties and the subject matter.

The Appeliant's family, including two children of élementary age, have resided for
six years in an aréa of the District which has not been fully developed for residential
housing. While numerous homes have been built in the area, large tracts of land remain
in agricultural production and pasture. Such an undeveloped tract lies directly between
the Northrup residence and Andrew Jackson Elementary School, requiring that the Northrup
children either cross the tract on foot or take one of two walking routes along the
streets located on the perimeter of the tract. According to Mrs. Northrup, the children
seldom take the shortcut across the tract in inclement weather. The distance from the
Northrup residence to Jackscon School, the shortest perimeter route, is about eight-tenths
of a mile and the longer is about nine-tenths of a mile. A private firm which formerly

.-provided transportation to school children in the neighborhood has recently ceased oper-—
atlon in the area.
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