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Executive Summary 
 

The average tuition for a full-time student enrolled in Iowa’s community colleges will rise $113 

to $4,210 in fiscal year 2014 (Table 1). The average tuition increase this year will be 2.8 

percent. Since fiscal year 2005, tuition has grown an average of  4.8 percent per year. 

 

The average mandatory fee charged by the community colleges increased to  $346.83 (Table 3). 

Five (5) community colleges do not charge students general fees (Table 15). As a result of the 

attached mandatory fees, the average tuition and fees per credit hour will rise to $151.89, a 2.7 

percent increase from fiscal year 2013. 

  

In comparing regional tuition rates across the surrounding states in the Midwest, Iowa remained 

in third position as having the third highest average tuition rate among the eight states surveyed  

for 2010-2011 (the most recent data available). Minnesota continues to have the highest average 

tuition rates in this region (Table 7) with South Dakota second. 

 

In fiscal year 2012, 57.8 percent of the community colleges’ unrestricted operating revenue 

(Fund 1) came from tuition and fees. As Tables 4 and 5 show, this has gradually increased from 

the 1999 level (adjusted for inflation) of just over 39 percent. During that same time period and 

using the same inflation-adjusted numbers, state general aid has decreased from just over 45  

percent in 1999, to 30 percent in 2012. 

 

By law, community college tuition is not allowed to exceed the lowest resident tuition charged 

by Iowa’s public universities. In fiscal year 2014, the average community college tuition will be 

37 percent lower than the average public university tuition rate (Table 8). 
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Resident Tuition 

Table 1 lists the average tuition, lowest tuition, and 

highest tuition charged at Iowa’s community colleges for 

a full-time resident student. Iowa Code limits the total 

tuition for Iowa residents attending community colleges 

so as not to exceed the lowest tuition rate per semester 

charged by a public university for a full-time resident 

student. A full-time student in this report is a student who 

enrolls in 15 credit hours. 

 

Average tuition increased $1,456 from fiscal year 2005 

to fiscal year 2014, an increase of 58 percent. Tuition 

gains averaged 4.82 percent each year. 
The spread between tuition amounts has increased  

since 2005. The difference from the highest annual tuition 

to lowest annual tuition has increased from $420 in fiscal 

year 2005 to $667 in fiscal year 2014.   As a percentage of 

the average tuition, this variance has increased from 15 

percent in 2005 to over 16 percent in 2014. 

Table 1 - Annual Iowa Community Colleges Full-Time Resident Tuition 

Figure 1 - Annual Iowa Community Colleges Full-Time Resident Tuition 
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Table 12 in the appendix lists the full-time resident 

tuition by college for arts and sciences and career and 

technical education  (CTE) programs. 

The tuition per credit hour is shown in Table 2. Over 

the past ten years, the average tuition cost per credit hour 

has increased from $91.79 to $140.32 per credit hour. 

Courses generally range from three to five credit hours in 

a community college.                                 

Similar to average tuition, the variance between the 

community colleges has increased. The difference 

between the highest per credit hour rate and lowest per 

credit hour rate increased from $14 in fiscal year 2005 to 

$22.75 in fiscal year 2014. Table 13 in the appendix lists 

tuition per credit hour by college. 

Table 2 - Fall Resident Tuition Per Credit Hour 

Figure 2 - Fall Resident Tuition Per Credit Hour 
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   Table 3 reflects the basic mandatory fees charged at 

each community college. Some colleges do not charge a 

separate fee in addition to their tuition charge. 

Moreover, these fees do not include any program-

specific fees. 

In fiscal year 2014, average fees will increase to 

$346.83. Average mandatory tuition fees have grown 

2.5 percent per year since fiscal year 2005.                                                                                                         
Table 15 in the appendix of this report lists regular, 

recurring fees charged by each college.  This is not an 

all-inclusive list of fees charged by the individual 

community colleges.   

Table 3 - Annual Iowa Community Colleges Full-Time Mandatory Fees 

Mandatory Fees 

Figure 3 - Annual Iowa Community Colleges Full-Time Mandatory Fees 
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Tuition and Mandatory Fees per Credit Hour 

Figure 4 shows the per credit hour tuition and 

mandatory fees. Notwithstanding additional fees, this 

represents the cost of enrolling in a community college. 

The average tuition and mandatory fees charged per 

credit hour will increase $3.99 per hour in fiscal 2014 to 

$151.89. This is a 2.69 percent increase from the 

previous year.  See Table 13 for a listing of individual 

tuition and fees charged by each community college.

Figure 4 - Resident Tuition and Mandatory Fees Per Credit Hour, Fiscal Year 2014 
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Revenue Sources for Iowa’s Community Colleges 

   Tables 4 and 5 reflect the major sources of revenue for 

the system of Iowa’s community colleges adjusted for 

inflation. Tuition and fees are the largest share of general 

operating fund revenues.  

   This revenue comprises just under 58 percent of total 

revenues.  State, local, and federal funding shares remain at 

25-year lows (see Figure 5).  State support has been 

reduced from a high of just over 45 percent in fiscal year 

1999 down to 30 percent in fiscal year 2012.  Local funding 

is down from just under 6 percent in fiscal year 1999 down 

to just under 5 percent in fiscal year 2012. 

 

Table 4 - Adjusted General Operating Fund Revenues by Source 

Table 5 - General Operating Fund Revenues by Source as a Percentage of Total Revenues 
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National Comparison of Tuition and Fees 

The following information uses data from The Chronicle 

of Higher Education, Almanac Issue 2013. This report 

provides data through 2012, which is the most recent 

national higher education tuition data available. The 

information will differ from the previous section as the 

Chronicle data is based on information supplied to the U.S. 

Department of Education and includes student fees. Iowa 

Department of Education tables are based on information 

provided and verified by Iowa’s community colleges to the 

Iowa Department of Education.  

From fiscal year 2005 to fiscal year 2012, average 

tuition at Iowa’s community colleges increased 32 

percent while the national average increased 43 percent 

(see Table 6). Tuition and fees are still 44 percent above 

the national average.  

Iowa has the second highest tuition and fees level of 

its contiguous states (see Table 7).  Minnesota continues 

to have the highest average tuition rates in this region.  

Iowa has the second highest percentage change in tuition 

and fees from 2005-2012. 

Table 6 - National and State Average Community College Tuition and Fees 

Figure 6 - National and State Average Community College Tuition and Fees 
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Regional Comparison of Tuition and Fees 

Table 7 - Comparison of Average Tuition and Fees with Surrounding States 
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Comparison of Tuition and Fees with Iowa’s Public Universities  

Tables 8, 9, and 10 provide a comparison of Iowa’s 

community colleges average annual full-time resident 

tuition rate to the average tuition rate of Iowa’s public 

universities. By law, community college tuition cannot 

exceed the minimum tuition at the public universities. In 

2014, community college tuition will be 37 percent lower 

than the public university average tuition.  

  Iowa’s public universities froze their tuition in fiscal year 

2014 compared to the 2.75 percent gain for Iowa 

community colleges.  

Table 8 - Annual Full-Time Tuition Rates Comparison 

Figure 8 - Annual Full-Time Tuition Comparison 
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Table 9 - Annual Full-Time Tuition Increase for Iowa’s Public Universities and Iowa’s  
Community Colleges 

Figure 9 - Annual Average Full-Time Tuition Increase 
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Table 10 - Annual Average Percentage Increase in Full-Time Tuition 

Figure 10 - Annual Average Percentage Increase in Full-Time Tuition 
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Table 14 - Non-Resident Tuition Per Credit Hour: 2012-2014 Academic Years 

Table 13 - Resident Tuition and Fees Per Credit Hour: 2012-2014 Academic Years 
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Table 15 - Recurring Fees for Full-Time Students: 2013-2014 Academic Year 




