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176 --- Reading specialist. K-12. Due to content being competency driven, college/university 
recommendation may be required. 

The applicant must have met the requirements for the standard license and a K-8 or 5-12 reading 
endorsement and must present evidence of at least three years of experience which included the 
teaching of reading as a significant part of the responsibility. 

 a.   Authorization. The holder of this endorsement is authorized to serve as a reading 
specialist in kindergarten and grades one through twelve. 

 b.   Program requirements. Degree—master’s. 

 c.   Content. Completion of a sequence of courses and experiences which may have been 
a part of, or in addition to, the degree requirements. This sequence is to be at least 24 semester 
hours to include the following: 

Foundations of reading. The reading specialist will understand the historical, theoretical, and 
evidence-based foundations of reading and writing processes and instruction and will be able to 
interpret these findings to model exemplary instructional methods for students with typical and 
atypical literacy development and effectively develop and lead professional development. 

Course # Course Title Institution Semester Hr. Year Completed 
     
     
     
Curriculum and instruction. The reading specialist will use instructional approaches, materials, 
and an integrated, comprehensive, balanced curriculum to support student learning in reading 
and writing including the following: 

1) Work collaboratively with teachers to develop a literacy curriculum that has vertical and 
horizontal alignment PK-12 and that uses instructional approaches supported by literature 
and research for the following areas: print, phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
comprehension, vocabulary, writing, critical thinking, and motivation. 

2) Support classroom teachers to implement and adapt in-depth instructional approaches, 
including but not limited to approaches to improve decoding, comprehension, and 
information retention, to meet the language-proficiency needs of English language 
learners and needs of students with reading difficulties or reading disabilities, including 
appropriate interventions, remediation, assistive technology, and classroom 
accommodations for students with dyslexia and other difficulties within or outside the 
regular classroom. 

3) Demonstrate a knowledge of a wide variety of quality traditional print, digital, and online 
resources and support classroom teachers in building and using a quality, accessible 
classroom library and materials collection that meet the specific needs and abilities of all 
learners. 

4) Provide support for curriculum and instruction through modeling, coteaching, observing, 
planning, reviewing literacy data, and providing resources. 

Course # Course Title Institution Semester Hr. Year Completed 
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Assessment, diagnosis, and evaluation. The reading specialist will use a variety of assessment 
tools and practices to plan and evaluate effective reading and writing instruction including the 
following: 

1) Demonstrate an understanding of the literature and research related to assessments and 
their purposes, strengths, and limitations, which includes tools for screening, diagnosis, 
progress monitoring, and measuring outcomes, demonstrate an understanding of the 
signs and symptoms of reading difficulties including but not limited to dyslexia, and also 
demonstrate an understanding of district and state assessments, proficiency standards 
and student benchmarks. 

2) Select, administer, and interpret assessments for specific purposes, including 
collaboration with teachers in the analysis of data, and leading schoolwide or districtwide 
scale analyses to select assessment tools that provide a systemic framework for 
assessing reading, writing, and language growth of all students, including those with 
reading difficulties and reading disabilities including but not limited to students with 
dyslexia and English language learners. 

3) Use assessment information to plan and evaluate instruction, including multiple data 
sources for analysis and instructional planning, for examining the effectiveness of specific 
intervention practices and students’ responses to interventions including appropriate 
interventions, remediation, assistive technology, and classroom accommodations for 
students with dyslexia and other difficulties, and to plan professional development 
initiatives. 

4) Communicate assessment results and implications to a variety of audiences. 

Course # Course Title Institution Semester Hr. Year Completed 
     
     
     
Administration and supervision of reading programs. The reading specialist will: 

1) Demonstrate foundational knowledge of adult learning theories and related research about 
organizational change, professional development, and school culture. 

2) Demonstrate the practical application of literacy leadership including planning, 
developing, supervising, and evaluating literacy programs at all levels. 

3) Demonstrate knowledge of supervising an overall reading program, including but not 
limited to staffing; budgetary practices; planning, preparing, and selecting materials; 
subsystems; special provisions; and evaluating teacher performance. 

4) Participate in, design, facilitate, lead, and evaluate effective and differentiated professional 
development programs to effectively implement literacy instruction. 

5) Demonstrate an understanding of local, state, and national policies that affect reading and 
writing instruction. 

6) Promote effective communication and collaboration among stakeholders, including 
parents and guardians, teachers, administrators, policymakers, and community members, 
and advocate for change when necessary to promote effective literacy instruction. 

Course # Course Title Institution Semester Hr. Year Completed 
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Educational research, measurement and evaluation. The reading specialist will effectively utilize 
existing research and learn to conduct new research to continuously improve the design and 
implementation of a comprehensive reading system.  

Course # Course Title Institution Semester Hr. Year Completed 
     
     
     
Psychology of language and reading. The reading specialist will understand the highly complex 
processes by which children learn to speak, read, and write, including language acquisition, 
linguistics including phonology and phonological awareness, sound-symbol association, syllable 
types, morphology, syntax and semantics and the relationship of these components to typical and 
atypical reading development and reading instruction, ranges of individual differences, reading 
difficulties and reading disabilities including but not limited to dyslexia, and the importance of the 
role diversity plays in learning to read and write. 

Course # Course Title Institution Semester Hr. Year Completed 
     
     
     
Practicum in reading leadership. The reading specialist will participate in elementary and 
secondary practicum experiences with licensed teachers who are serving in leadership roles in 
the area of reading. 

Course # Course Title Institution Semester Hr. Year Completed 
     
     
     
 


