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QUICK REFERENCE TUITION CHART 
All tuition is per diem, and per portion of day if less than full day, and paid from General Fund. 

No other funding follows students unless authorized in Iowa Code. 
(1) Chapter 284 funding is negotiated and follows only in Whole Grade Sharing (WGS). 
(2) As an exception to (1), Teacher Leadership Supplement (TLS) will follow open enrolled out students in 

certain situations.  TLS is also called TLC. 
(3) Supplementary Weighting for concurrent enrollment courses (only) (CCSW) is counted by resident district 

and is paid to serving district as the current year’s weighting times the current year’s district cost per pupil 
of the resident district on open enrolled out students. 

(4) Limited English proficiency (LEP) weighting is counted by resident district and is paid to the serving 
district on open enrolled out students.  Payment is the prior year’s LEP weighting times the prior year’s 
state cost per pupil.   

 
TUITION TYPE COST BASIS FOLLOWS TUITION DUE CODE 

Regular Education Maximum fee chargeable is the 
district cost per pupil of the 
receiving district. 

 Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
many OAGs 

Special Education Actual costs for this student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year.   

 Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
256B 

Regular Education, 
Whole grade sharing, 
one-way. 

Minimum fee chargeable is ½ 
the district cost per pupil of the 
receiving district.  Maximum 
fee chargeable is the district 
cost per pupil of the receiving 
district. 

Chapter 284 funding is 
negotiated 

Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.12 

Regular Education, 
Whole grade sharing, 
two-way. 

Method for determination of 
costs shall be established by 
mutual agreement of boards, 
but may not exceed the district 
cost per pupil of the receiving 
district. 

Chapter 284 funding is 
negotiated 

Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.12 

Special Education in same 
grades where regular 
education is Whole grade 
shared, one-way and two-
way. 

Special Education is a separate 
contract, not part of the WGS 
agreement.  Actual costs for 
this student's educational 
program pursuant to IEP in the 
current year.  (Same method as 
those not whole grade shared.)   

Chapter 284 funding is 
negotiated 

Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.12, 256B 

Regular Education, from 
or to adjoining state under 
a written contract. 

As negotiated by boards 
pursuant to state agreement but 
not less than the lower average 
cost per pupil of the two 
districts for the prior year.  
Generally average costs mean 
district cost per pupil.  Refer to 
the state agreement. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.8, 
282.7(3) 
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Special Education, 
Placed out-of-state. 

Actual costs for this student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year (net 
of GPP).  Does not include 
custodial costs unless the 
district made the placement 
(requires state/AEA 
approval). 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and 
July 15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
256B 

Regular Education, 
Placed out-of-state by 
any entity. 

None. None. None. 232.159 

Regular Education, 
Parental Placement other 
than a PMIC. 

None. None. Parent pays.  

Regular Education, 
Open Enrollment, 
 Full time pupil. 

State cost per pupil for the 
prior year.  

LEP, CCSW, TLS Billed on or before 
February 15 and 
July 15. 

282.18 

Regular Education, 
Open Enrollment, 
dual enrolled K-8 grade 
student, or dual enrolled 
for extracurricular 
activities and is 9-12 
grade student. 

Amount equal to 0.1 times the 
state cost per pupil for the 
prior year.  

LEP, TLS at 0.1 Billed on or before 
February 15 or July 
15. 

282.18, 
257.6(1)”a”(6) 

Regular Education, 
Open Enrollment, 
9-12 grade student,  
dual enrolled for 
academic classes. 

No tuition paid.  The 
receiving district counts these 
students on an FTE basis and 
does not bill for tuition.  

None paid.  The 
receiving district 
counts these students 
and does not bill for 
tuition. 

None. 282.18, 
257.6(1)”a”(3) 

Regular Education, 
Open Enrollment,  
home school assistance 
program pupil. 

Amount equal to 0.3 times the 
state cost per pupil for the 
prior year. 

LEP, TLS at 0.3 Billed on or before 
February 15 and 
July 15. 

282.18, 
257.6(1)”a”(5) 

Special Education, 
Open Enrollment. 

Actual costs for this student’s 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year.   

LEP, CCSW, TLS Billed on or before 
February 15 and 
July 15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
256B 
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Special Education, 
attending accredited 
nonpublic school located 
within the district. 

Actual costs for this student’s 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year 
provided by the school 
district in which the 
nonpublic school is located.  
No general education 
percentage (GPP) may be 
billed to the resident district 
and no billing in excess of 
weighting. If special 
education is provided in the 
public schools, the district in 
which the nonpublic school is 
located counts student for 
nonpublic shared-time.  
Actual cost in excess of 
weighting and NP shared time 
is billed to the state on the NP 
special education claim. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and 
July 15. 
 
If necessary, 
receiving district 
shall file NP special 
education claim by 
August 1. 

282.20, 282.24, 
257.6(1)”a”(3), 
256B 

Postsecondary 
Enrollment Options Act 
(PSEO). 
 

Lower of $250 per student 
per course or the actual and 
customary costs of tuition, 
textbooks, materials, and fees 
directly related to the course. 

None. Postsecondary 
institutions shall bill 
by May 1; district 
shall pay by June 
30. 

261E.7 
 

Community College, 
contract, not PSEO.  

As determined by board of 
the Community College with 
the consent of the local 
school board. 

None. As determined by 
boards, but paid 
within the same 
fiscal year as the 
course. 

260C.14(2) 

College or University, 
Advanced Academic 
Coursework, not PSEO 
and not Community 
College. 

None. None. Paid by student’s 
parents or 
guardians. 

282.26 

Regular Education, Child 
Living in Psychiatric 
Hospital or Psychiatric 
Medical Institute for 
Children (PMIC), Not 
operated by the state. 

District cost per pupil of the 
district in which the PMIC is 
located.  State hospitals and 
state PMICs cannot bill 
districts or AEAs.  Regular 
school year only; not summer 
school. 

None.  However, in 
special circumstances 
where the child is 
deemed likely to 
inflict harm, at risk or 
dropout prevention 
funding can be used 
for excess costs of 
instructional program 
to deal with this 
behavior.  See Code. 

Billed on or before 
February 15 and 
July 15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.27, 
257.11(4), 
257.41 

Special Education, Child 
Living in Psychiatric 
Hospital or Psychiatric 
Medical Institute for 
Children (PMIC), Not 
operated by the state. 

Actual costs for this student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year. 
Does not include any 
custodial costs or PMIC 
treatment costs.  Regular 
school year only; no summer 
school unless ESY on IEP.  
State hospitals and state 
PMICs cannot bill districts or 
AEAs 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and 
July 15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.27, 256B 
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Child Living in a Mental 
Health Institute (MHI). 

None. None. None. 282.33 

Special Education, Child 
Enrolled in Iowa School 
for the Deaf or Iowa 
Braille and Sightsaving 
School AND the resident 
district is providing for 
that child an interpreter, an 
aide, or assistive 
technology. 

Actual cost to provide the 
interpreter, aide, or assistive 
technology for that student.  
No other costs can be billed.  
No general purpose percentage 
(GPP) can be billed.  Billed to 
resident district by AEA in 
which the state institution is 
located. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20 

Special Education, Child 
Living in an Iowa prison 
or correctional facility. 

Actual cost to provide the 
special education instruction 
pursuant to IEP.  No other 
costs can be billed.  No general 
purpose percentage (GPP) can 
be billed.   

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
256B 

Regular Education, Child 
Living in an Iowa prison 
or correctional facility. 

None. None. None.  

Regular Education or 
Special Education, Child 
Living at the Iowa 
Juvenile Home or at the 
State Training School 

None. None. None.  

Regular Education, Child 
Living in Foster Care, 
Substance Abuse 
Treatment or other 
Residential Facility 
located in the district; 
Child was not resident of 
the district prior to 
entering facility care. 

Receiving district files claim 
with DE if aggregate days of 
service to all such pupils 
exceeds the number of such 
pupils present and counted on 
count date times 180 days or 
days in regular session.  
Does not bill resident district. 

None.   Receiving district 
shall file the regular 
education foster care 
claim by August 1.   
 

282.31(1)”b”, 
282.19, 282.20, 
282.24 

Special Education, Child 
Living in Foster Care, 
Substance Abuse 
Treatment or other 
Residential Facility 
located in the district; 
Child was not resident of 
the district prior to 
entering facility care.  
District of residence can 
be determined or has been 
determined by director of 
DE. 

Actual costs for this student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year 
served by district in which 
facility is located.  Billed to 
resident district, if can be 
determined, if not, then billed 
to the district which counted 
the student on its October 
special education headcount. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.31(2), 
282.19, 256B 

Special Education, Child 
Living in Foster Care, 
Substance Abuse 
Treatment or other 
Residential Facility 
located in the district; 
District of residence 
cannot be determined and 
no district counted this 
child in its October special 
education headcount. 

Receiving district files claim 
with DE for the actual costs for 
this student's educational 
program pursuant to IEP in the 
current year served by district 
in which facility is located.  
Does not include custodial 
costs.  Does not bill any other 
district. 

None. Receiving district 
shall file the special 
education foster care 
claim by August 1. 

282.29, 
282.31(3), 
282.19, 256B 
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Special Education, Child 
Placed by District Court, 
(Parental rights 
terminated) and a district 
counted this child in its 
October special education 
headcount. 

Actual costs for this student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year is 
billed the district that counted 
this child in its October special 
education headcount. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.29, 
282.31(3), 256B 
 

Special Education, Child 
Placed by District Court, 
(Parental rights 
terminated) and no district 
counted this child in its 
October special education 
headcount. 

Receiving district files claim 
with DE for the actual costs for 
this student's educational 
program pursuant to IEP in the 
current year served by district 
in which the child was placed.  
Does not include custodial 
costs.  Does not bill any other 
district. 

None. Receiving district 
shall file the parental 
rights terminated 
special education 
claim by August 1. 

282.29, 
282.31(3), 256B 
 

District has a written 
purchased services 
contract with residential 
facility located within the 
district to provide 
educational services for 
students residing in the 
residential facility, not 
operated by the state. 

This is the educational program 
of the district in which the 
facility is located.  Pays facility 
for allowable instructional 
costs as negotiated in the 
written contract—this is a 
purchased service contract, not 
a tuition payment. 

None. As negotiated in the 
written contract.   
 
Amounts must be 
allowable costs per 
state guidance. 

282.31; 256C 
 

District has a written 
purchased services 
contract with residential 
facility located within the 
district to provide 
educational services for 
students attending a day 
treatment program, not 
operated by the state. 

This is the educational program 
of the district in which the 
facility is located.  Actual costs 
for this student's educational 
program pursuant to IEP in the 
current year served by district 
in which facility is located.  No 
summer school unless ESY is 
on IEP.  Billed to resident 
district.  If no IEP, then district 
cost per pupil divided by 180 
days or days in regular session 
times days served billed to 
resident district. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 
 
Special education 
costs must be 
allowable costs per 
state guidance. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.31(2), 
282.19, 256B 

District operates a special 
purpose day program for 
certain students to which 
other districts send 
students. 

Actual costs for the student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year 
served by district in which 
facility is located.  Billed to 
resident district.  If no IEP, 
then district cost per pupil 
divided by 180 days or days in 
regular session times days 
served billed to resident 
district. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.31(2), 
282.19, 256B 

Special Education, living 
in youth group home, 
nursing home, or other 
supported community 
living facilities located 
within the district. 

This situation does not create 
residency.  Actual costs for the 
student's educational program 
pursuant to IEP in the current 
year served by district in which 
facility is located is billed to 
resident district.   

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.31(2), 
282.19, 256B 
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District with other districts 
jointly administer a 
program for certain 
students (such as an 
alternative school); called 
a consortium. 

This is not tuition.  The 
program is the program of each 
member school district.  The 
division of shared allowable 
costs is based on some 
reasonable method pursuant to 
a written agreement for district 
with students in the program.  
One member district will act as 
the fiscal agent.  See state 
guidance. 

Additional programs 
could be jointly 
administered, such as 
LEP, etc.  Will be 
written into agreement. 

Generally billed on 
or before February 
15 and July 15. 

 

Regular Education, Child 
Living in Juvenile Home 
Shelter or Detention Care 
located in the AEA. 

Receiving AEA files claim 
with DE.   

None. Receiving AEA shall 
file juvenile home 
claim by August 1.   
 

282.31, 282.19, 
282.20, 282.24; 
IAC 281--63 

Special Education, Child 
Living in Juvenile Home 
Shelter or Detention Care 
located in the AEA, 
district of residence can be 
determined or a district 
counted the child on its 
October special education 
headcount. 

Actual costs for this student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year 
served by AEA in which 
facility is located.  Billed to 
resident district.  If resident 
district cannot be located, then 
billed to the district which 
counted the student on its 
October special education 
headcount. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.31, 282.19, 
256B; IAC 281-
-63 

Special Education, Child 
Living in Juvenile Home 
Shelter or Detention Care 
located in the AEA. 
District of residence 
cannot be determined and 
no district counted this 
child in its October special 
education headcount. 

Receiving AEA files claim 
with DE for the actual costs for 
this student's educational 
program pursuant to IEP in the 
current year served by AEA in 
which facility is located.  Does 
not include custodial costs.  
Does not bill any other district. 

None. Receiving AEA shall 
file the juvenile 
home claim by 
August 1. 

282.29, 282.31, 
282.19, 256B 

Special Education, Child 
Living in Juvenile Home 
Shelter or Detention Care 
located in the AEA.  Child 
Placed by District Court, 
(Parental rights 
terminated) and a district 
counted this child in its 
October special education 
headcount. 

Actual costs for this student's 
educational program pursuant 
to IEP in the current year 
served by AEA in which 
facility is located.  Billed to the 
district which counted the 
student on its October special 
education headcount. 

None. Billed on or before 
February 15 and July 
15. 

282.20, 282.24, 
282.31, 282.19, 
256B; IAC 281-
-63 

Special Education, Child 
Living in Juvenile Home 
Shelter or Detention Care 
located in the AEA.  Child 
Placed by District Court, 
(Parental rights 
terminated) and no district 
counted this child in its 
October special education 
headcount. 

Receiving AEA files claim 
with DE for the actual costs for 
this student's educational 
program pursuant to IEP in the 
current year served by AEA in 
which the child was placed.  
Does not include custodial 
costs.  Does not bill any other 
district. 

None. Receiving AEA shall 
file the juvenile 
home claim by 
August 1. 

282.29, 282.31, 
256B 
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