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Comparison Chart 
Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) and Contracted Courses 

 PSEO Courses Contracted Courses 

Supplementary 
Weighting 

Never Eligible 

Community college coursework provided to 
students in grades 9-12 may be eligible for 
concurrent enrollment and supplementary 
weighting, but not always. Other postsecondary 
institutions are never eligible. 

Enrollment 

Student applies to a postsecondary 
institution to enroll; course must not be 
offered by the resident/serving district or be 
provided through a contract agreement with 
any community college. See Senior Year 
Plus Guide Appendix B: Postsecondary 
institutions potentially eligible to participate. 

Student enrolls at school district to take community 
college coursework. Courses to be offered to high 
school students by community colleges through 
concurrent enrollment must be approved by the 
school board on an annual basis. 

Grade Level 
Grades 11-12; grades 9-10 gifted and 
talented students only. 

Grades 9-12 

Payment 

District pays if student passes and 
completes; otherwise parent/guardian 
reimburses; Paid no later than June 30 each 
year. On an open enrolled student, “district” 
means the receiving district. 

District pays regardless if student passes or fails; 
paid on the time schedule negotiated. On an open 
enrolled “district” means the resident district for a 
class eligible for supplementary weighting. 

Cost Actual costs up to $250 per course. 
Cost negotiated by community college and district 
boards. 

Tuition Charge 
to Students 

None, unless the student fails the course or 
does not complete the course. 

None, regardless if the student fails or does not 
pass the course. 

College Credit Required; course must be nonsectarian. 
Required if course eligible for supplementary 
weighting. Course must be nonsectarian. 

High School 
Credit 

Required; credit shall count toward 
graduation. 

Required if course eligible for college credit or for 
supplementary weighting. 

Contractual 
Agreement 
Required 

No 
Yes; Should be established prior to any student 
enrollment. 

Notifications 

Postsecondary institution notifies student, 
parent/guardian if minor, appropriate public 
school district, and nonpublic school if 
applicable; notification must include the 
course, clock hours, and credit hours. 

If offered through concurrent enrollment, the 
district, in collaboration with the community college, 
notifies student, parent/guardian if minor; 
notification must include the course, clock hours 
and credit hours. 

Summer 
Session 

Allowed up to 7 credit hours if student has 
not completed high school graduation 
requirements but has completed eleventh 
grade. However, district does not pay for 
these summer session courses. 

Concurrent enrollment classes allowed through 
Summer College Credit Program. Other contracted 
courses eligible refer to issued guidance. 

https://educateiowa.gov/documents/senior-year-plus-guide-educators-and-educational-administrators
https://educateiowa.gov/documents/senior-year-plus-guide-educators-and-educational-administrators
https://educateiowa.gov/documents/senior-year-plus-syp/2022/02/guidance-impacting-summer-contracted-courses
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 PSEO Courses Contracted Courses 

Full-Time 
Enrollment 

Allowed Allowed 

Transportation 
Responsibility 

Parent or Legal Guardian 

Parent or Legal Guardian; unless the course is 
used to meet a school accreditation requirement or 
jointly administered, then responsibility of the 
school district 

Location 
Postsecondary campus or any satellite site 
established by the postsecondary institution. 

Any site established by the community college, 
which may include facilities of the local district. 
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