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Minutes  
State Board of Education  

July 16, 2025 
 

 

The State Board of Education meeting was held on July 16, 2025, at the Grimes 
State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa. The meeting was conducted in person, 
with remote access information provided in the notice of the meeting. 
  
State Board members present: John Robbins, Brooke Axiotis, Brian Kane, Mary 
Meisterling, Todd Abrahamson, Cassandra Halls, and Grace Bechtel. Beth 
Townsend attended virtually. 

  
Iowa Department of Education staff members present: McKenzie Snow, John 
Elkin, Tina Wahlert, Eric St Clair, Heather Doe, Thomas Mayes, Sandra Hurtado-
Peters, Amy Gieseke, Barbara Ohlund, Maryam Rod Szabo, Angelisa Fynaardt, 
Betsy Lin, Leisa Breitfelder, Kim Villotti, Liza Garcia and Jeremy Anzevino. 
  
State Board Business Meeting 
  
John Robbins called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Motion: Cassandra Halls made a motion and Brian Kane seconded to 
approve the agenda. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

John Robbins announced public comment for 30 minutes. 

No public comment was made. 

The following reports were provided: 

Director’s Report, by Director Snow. 

Consent Agenda 

 June 19, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

Motion:  Brian Kane made a motion and Brooke Axiotis seconded to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

 
Charter School Progress Report – History of Charter School 
Amendments 

The matter was discussed. 
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Charter School Amendment Request: Red Barn Schoolhouse 

Motion:  Mary Meisterling made a motion and Brian Kane seconded to approve the 
amendment request. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Charter School Amendment Request: Opportunity Education Network – Cedar Rapids 
Prep 

Motion:  Todd Abrahamson made a motion and Cassandra Halls seconded to approve 
the amendment request. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Charter School Amendment Request: Opportunity Education Network – Des Moines Prep 

Motion:  Brooke Axiotis made a motion and Brian Kane seconded to approve the 
amendment request. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Charter School Amendment Request: CIVICA – Cedar Rapids 

Motion:  Brooke Axiotis made a motion and Mary Meisterling seconded to approve the 
amendment request. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Charter School Withdrawal Request: CIVICA Des Moines 

Motion:  Brian Kane made a motion and Cassandra Halls seconded to approve the 
withdrawal request. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

John Robbins announced a break until 10:20 a.m. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Great Prairie 

Motion:  Cassandra Halls made a motion and Brooke Axiotis seconded to grant 
continued accreditation to Great Prairie Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Mississippi Bend 

Motion:  Mary Meisterling made a motion and Brian Kane seconded to grant continued 
accreditation to Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 
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Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Green Hills 

Motion:  Brian Kane made a motion and Brooke Axiotis seconded to grant continued 
accreditation to Green Hills Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Prairie Lakes 

Motion:  Brian Kane made a motion and Mary Meisterling seconded to grant conditional  
accreditation to Prairie Lakes Area Education Agency through July 16, 2026, with 
required improvement actions completed. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

John Robbins announced a lunch break until 12:39 p.m. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Keystone 

Motion:  Cassandra Halls made a motion and Mary Meisterling seconded to grant 
continued accreditation to Keystone Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Central Rivers 

Motion:  Brian Kane made a motion and Cassandra Halls seconded to grant continued 
accreditation to Central Rivers Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Heartland 

Motion:  Mary Meisterling made a motion and Cassandra Halls seconded to grant 
continued accreditation to Heartland Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Grant Wood 

Motion:  Brooke Axiotis made a motion and Todd Abrahamson seconded to grant 
continued accreditation to Grant Wood Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Area Education Agency Accreditation Report – Northwest 

Motion:  Cassandra Halls made a motion and Brian Kane seconded to grant continued 
accreditation to Northwest Area Education Agency. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 
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Grand View University Educator Preparation Program Approval 

Motion: Brooke Axiotis made a motion and Cassandra Halls seconded to approve the 
Grand View University Educator Preparation Program. 

Vote: The ayes were unanimous. The motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:36 p.m. 

4 

:::JY}i(~o-C) 
McKenzie Snow 
Director 


	Minutes  State Board of Education  July 16, 2025




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		2025-07-16StateBoardMeetingMinutes.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Lisa Albers, LISA.ALBERS@IOWA.GOV



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



