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Senate File 659 Implementation  
Frequently Asked Questions 

Senate File 659 (SF659), signed into law on June 11, 2025, establishes a mechanism for the distribution of 
education and media services funds generated by students enrolled in an accredited nonpublic school to 
Area Education Agencies (AEAs). Iowa Code section 257.35, subsection 19B, states: 

The director of the department of management may deduct the following from the state aid due to each 
school district pursuant to this chapter and shall pay the amounts to the respective area education 
agencies on a monthly basis from September 15 through June 15 during each school year for purposes 
of providing services to students enrolled in nonpublic schools within the boundaries of the area 
education agency: 

a. The amount calculated for media services for the school district that is attributable to the 
number of students enrolled in nonpublic schools within the school district who are provided with 
media services by an area education agency. 

b. The amount calculated for educational services for the school district that is attributable to the 
number of students enrolled in nonpublic schools within the school district who are provided with 
educational services by an area education agency. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
1) How will accredited nonpublic schools, including State Board of Education-accredited and 

independently accredited nonpublic schools, receive educational and media services 
resources and services? 
Beginning July 1, 2025, the funds generated by students attending accredited nonpublic schools will 
be paid directly to the AEA in which the accredited nonpublic schools are located to provide media 
and educational services. AEAs will use educational and media services funds generated by the 
accredited nonpublic school to either provide the services directly or to purchase the services from an 
independent provider. 
 

2) When will the resources and services be available to an accredited nonpublic school? 
The educational and media services will be available starting July 1, 2025, for the 2025-26 school 
year. 
 

3) Are unaccredited "schools" eligible for educational and media services under this new 
statute? 
No. Educational and media services are limited to accredited nonpublic schools. 
 

4) Do newly accredited nonpublic schools receive educational and media services? 
No. Because funding is in arrears, newly accredited nonpublic schools that did not have students 
enrolled in the prior school year did not generate educational and media funds. 
 

5) Must the amount of funds generated by students attending an accredited nonpublic school in 
the prior school year be spent on educational and media services provided to that accredited 
nonpublic school? 
Yes. Educational and media services and resources must be equivalent to the funds generated by the 
accredited nonpublic school. 
 

6) May an accredited nonpublic school’s unexpended educational and media services funds be 
carried forward to the next fiscal year? 
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Yes. Funds allocated each year will be restricted for use by the accredited nonpublic school that 
generated the funds. If an accredited nonpublic school does not spend their allocation, the AEA will 
retain the funds as a restricted balance for that accredited nonpublic school for use in a future year. In 
the event an accredited nonpublic school closes, the AEA should reallocate funds to the other 
accredited nonpublic schools served by the AEA. 
 

7) May an accredited nonpublic school request non-AEA contracted services from the AEA fiscal 
agent? 
Yes. The accredited nonpublic school may also request that the AEA partner with or pay for an 
independent provider to furnish allowable educational and media services, and an accredited 
nonpublic school may request such uses. 
 

8) May the accredited nonpublic school select or request allowable educational and media 
services from the AEA or an independent provider? 
Yes. Like a school district or public charter school, an accredited nonpublic school may select or 
request any allowable educational and media services from the AEA or an independent provider, so 
long as the AEA determines such uses are allowable as the fiscal agent. 
 

9) May an accredited nonpublic school choose to receive educational and media services from 
another AEA? 
Yes. Like a school district or public charter school, an accredited nonpublic school may select or 
request any allowable educational and media services from any AEA or independent provider through 
its residential AEA. 
 

10) How must accredited nonpublic school educational and media services funds be 
administered? 
The Department of Management transfers funds to the accredited nonpublic school’s residential AEA, 
which serves as the fiscal agent. No funds may be transferred to the nonpublic school.  
 

11) May the AEA provide funds directly to the accredited nonpublic school? 
No. The AEA will provide allowable educational and media services and resources to the accredited 
nonpublic school educators and families. 
 

12) May educational and media services funds be used to pay accredited nonpublic school 
educator salaries or stipends? 
No. Educational and media services funds cannot be used to pay accredited nonpublic school 
educators or staff. 
 

13) May the accredited nonpublic school use the educational and media services money to 
purchase computers or books? 
No. Funds may not be used to purchase equipment, supplies, or materials that the accredited 
nonpublic school owns. Funds may be used to purchase equipment, supplies, or materials for the 
accredited nonpublic school's use, so long as the AEA retains ownership of the equipment, supplies, 
or materials as the fiscal agent of the funds. 
 

14) What is the amount of funding that will be made available to the AEA for the provision of 
education and media services to an accredited nonpublic school? 
The amount generated is formula-based and includes the number of students enrolled in each 
accredited nonpublic school. The accredited nonpublic school will work with the residential AEA to 
identify allowable services and resources utilizing the available amount of educational and media 
services funds. 
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15) Where can allocations for services to accredited nonpublic schools be found? 
The amount of educational and media services generated by each accredited nonpublic school is 
posted on the Department of Management website and can be accessed by downloading the 
document “AEA Enrollment and Cost Detail, FY 2026.” 
 

16) Are educational and media services funds generated by accredited nonpublic schools 
restricted for educational and media services? 
Yes, funds must be used for allowable educational and media services and resources. 
 

17) How are educational services defined? 
Please see Iowa Administrative Code 281—72.4(3), which states: 
The AEA shall deliver curriculum, instruction, and assessment services that address the areas of 
reading, language arts, mathematics, and science but may also be applied to other curriculum areas. 
These services support the development, implementation, and assessment of rigorous content 
standards in, but not limited to, reading, mathematics, and science. The AEA assists schools and 
school districts in gathering and analyzing student achievement data as well as data about the 
learning environment, compares those data to the external knowledge base, and uses that 
information to guide school and school district goal setting and implementation of actions to improve 
student learning.  
 

18) How are media services defined? 
Please see Iowa Administrative Code 281—72.4(6), which states: 
The AEA shall deliver media services. These services align with school and school district needs, 
support effective instruction, and provide consultation, research and information services, instructional 
resources, and materials preparation and dissemination to assist schools and school districts to meet 
the learning needs of all students and support local district media services. These services support 
the implementation of content standards in, but not limited to, reading, mathematics, and science. 
These services also support and integrate emerging technology. 
 

19) What parameters exist on AEAs providing services to accredited nonpublic schools? 
Iowa Code section 273.2(3)(a) contains the following provision: “The programs and services provided 
to pupils enrolled in nonpublic schools shall be comparable to programs and services provided to 
pupils enrolled in public schools within constitutional guidelines.” There are two key terms: 
“comparable” and “within constitutional guidelines.” 
 

20) What textbooks and other materials are AEAs permitted to provide accredited nonpublic 
schools and their schools? 
Textbooks and other materials remain the property of the AEAs, so they must be suitable for all 
students (public or nonpublic). 
 

21) What parameters govern professional development provided to accredited nonpublic schools 
and their staff? 
Professional development and other services (coaching, etc.) provided directly by an AEA must be 
consistent with the professional development provided to public schools and their staff. 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vS0YOQHHyDYld7AKtQdgi7r378Am4ls39I-KAZRAKpKK9KQFOHERBX6Zyq_9gZWrpRvO5NNKs9Y3EWw/pubhtml
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/02-05-2025.281.72.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/02-05-2025.281.72.4.pdf
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22) What parameters govern professional development provided to accredited nonpublic schools 
on a contract basis with funding provided by the AEA? 
AEA-funded professional development and other services provided by a contract vendor must be 
comparable to services provided by the AEA to public schools and their students, and within 
constitutional guidelines. 

• “Comparable.” The service must be an evidence-based response to an identified need. This 
is the touchstone for services provided by AEAs to public and nonpublic schools and students. 
If the response to an identified need does not have an evidence base supporting its suitability 
to the identified need, or the response has been proven ineffective, it is not comparable. 
Remember, the services do not have to be “identical” to be “comparable.” 

• “Within constitutional guidelines.” This parameter primarily addresses professional 
learning provided by faith-based providers. Nothing in either the Iowa or United States 
Constitutions would prevent a faith-based institution from offering AEA-funded professional 
development to nonpublic school teachers, or would require such professional development to 
be devoid of references to faith or faith traditions. A professional development provider could 
open a day of professional learning with a religious observance, such as a prayer. A 
professional development provider could use religious-themed materials as part of evidence-
based professional learning. An AEA would not be able to financially support professional 
learning primarily focused on doctrines of faith, or professional learning focused primarily on 
pedagogical approaches to teaching doctrines of faith. 
 

23) Are AEAs permitted to charge administrative costs to the appropriation they receive to 
provide education and media services to accredited nonpublic schools? 
AEAs are allowed to charge “administrative costs” to all funding streams they receive. Iowa Code 
section 273.3(2). AEAs are permitted to charge no more than 5%. 


	Senate File 659 Implementation  Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		SenateFile659ImplementationFrequentlyAskedQuestions9-5-25.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Lisa Albers, LISA.ALBERS@IOWA.GOV



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

